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Race is ironically at the top of the agenda for People Against Race Classification. Glen Snyman says he believes in a post-racial South Africa. That’s why the Oudtshoorn high school teacher has taken on a second job as founder of People Against Race Classification (Parc). Snyman believes race classification died in 1991 with the apartheid-era Population Registration Act. The act became law in 1950 and required all births in South Africa to be classified by race. “Race classification creates ­division, stereotyping and hatred among people,” he says.

“We are ­supposed to be living in the new and democratic South Africa, and do not need to be identified as we were ­during the apartheid era.” But if one looks a little deeper, it is clear that even in trying to be nonracial, race is at the top of the agenda when it comes to the work Snyman and his Parc colleagues are doing.

Consider the organisation’s most recent campaign, titled Black African. It was launched in July last year and called on coloured, white, Indian and Asian South Africans to tick “black African” on any government form, including Census forms. He said: “It was aimed at confusing the government recruitment agencies when short-listing candidates and distorting the Census data.” Section 16 of the 1999 Statistics Act states that any person who knowingly provides a false or ­misleading answer on a Census form could be prosecuted and, if convicted, would be liable for a fine of up to R10000 or six months’ imprisonment, or both. That doesn’t bother Snyman. But why would an activist who claims to have South Africans’ best interests at heart deliberately distort data that would help the government understand where and how its ­citizens live? “The current government only cares about black people,” Snyman replies.

“By ticking the ‘black African’ box we would make the statistics useless and inaccurate, and the government would not know who to benefit or discriminate against.” He finds some government programmes, like affirmative action, particularly galling. “Affirmative action benefits black people even though it is supposed to benefit all previously disadvantaged people, including coloureds and Indians. 

“The little that’s left is given to foreign nationals and coloureds are forgotten,” he says. 
He is also critical of race-based ­admission policies, like the one currently employed by the University of Cape Town. The policy, which is currently ­being re-examined by a university-appointed commission, irks Snyman because different qualifying marks are expected in faculties like engineering and medicine from candidates in different race groups. “This doesn’t help anybody but lowers the quality of black and coloured doctors produced by the university. “It also creates the impression that these races are not clever enough to obtain 80% like their peers,” he says. The University of Cape Town informed City Press that the commission would release its findings in the next few weeks. So will Snyman’s Parc succeed in getting rid of racial classification?

Many South Africans believe that race is an inescapable adjective and marker in a nation like ours.
Dr Pieter Mulder, the leader of Freedom Front Plus and deputy minister for agriculture, forestry and fisheries, is one of them. Speaking at the Ahmed Kathrada Foundation in Johannesburg earlier this month, Mulder said: “South Africa is not an ‘either or’ country – meaning either a South African or an Afrikaner or a Christian. “It is an ‘and-and country’. A South African and an Afrikaner, and a Christian. “I want to be myself in Africa. Is that too much to ask? If there is a place in the north of Africa for Arabs, with their religion and different culture, then there should also be a place for me in the south, even though black intolerants call me a Euro-African.” 
